WHEREIN 


Is Humbly Requeſted and modeſtly Challenged 
3 the Cauſe of their FLIGH T. q 


- 


By F. W. Prieſt. 


ROM 8.7. 


l Let him that is a Minifter wait on his Miniſtry, and be that © 
b Teacbeth on Teaching. 


LOND.ON, 
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— 
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| To the Reverend and Learned C LERGY, who 


have left their Cures in vhis time of Calamity: 
SIRS, 


W Hat the ſad EficGs of your Flight have been is too | 


too evident to thoſe, who only unite to make a | 

breach in the Church, never expreſſing ſuch mirth | 
as when they ſee the Church in mourning ; To theſe it hath | 
afforded matter of Contempt, not only of your Perſons, but 
alſo of your Office: To others, who are the true Sons | 
of the Church it hath been no ſmall cauſe of fear and doubt- 
ing. Theartily wiſh you had ſtopt the mouths of the firſt, | 
however I beg of you that you will ſatisfie the doubts of | 
the ſecond, whoſe grief I have experienced to be ſuch, that 
none can heal them, but you that have given the wound - | 
[ have a long time expected what is here requeſted, but | 
finding a fruſtration of my Hopes, and anincreaſe of the 
pcoples feares, I doby theſe in all humility requeſt you, | 
and if that will not move, I challenge you faithfully co pub- 
liſh the cauſe of your flight, whether ſenſe of duty, or fear 
of danger; 1f you anſwer the firſt, then tel] me what Text 
in the Sacred Page commands it: Is thzs to abide in your 
Calling whereunto you were called ? Is this to ſtand ipon 
your Itch ? Is this to gird our ſelves, lament and howle, 
Ac. as the Prophet Joe! commands, chap. 1.0. 13, 14. 15 
this tobe ready to die for the Cauſe of Christ, with Saint 
Paul; Or to comfort the feeble-ininded, and to ſupport the 
weak. as he enjoines, 1 Theſ.g. 14. No, no, it cannot 
be. +, Which of the Fathers have cither taught or practt-, 
ſedir: 1s not this contrary to the doctrine of rhe Fr 
thers both ancient and modern, St. Auſtin comparing Mat. 
2 10.2. | 
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10.23. with Job. r0.x2.concludes, that though tm ſome ca- 
ſes Flight may be lawful, yet ſaith he, Q#uando commune eſt 
periculum fugiendum non eff,ne quiſquam fugere credatur non 
conſulendi woluntate, ſed timore morieadi magisque fugiend: | 
obſit exemplo quam wivendi profit officio epiſt. 180. In a | | 
common danger we ought not to flic, leſt we ſeem to flic 
- rather for feare of death, then love tolive to the good of 
the Church, and ſo become more hurtful by our example 
in flying, then we can be profirable by our living. Nay, 
further, he tells us, *1f the Calamity be lo great, that we 
$ muſt either all of us flie or die, that its then to be deter- 
| *mined by lot, and we ought to take our Jot: - Semblable 
to this are thoſe words of that learned and religious Prelat, 
| once Biſhop of Exceter, Decad.g.Epiſt.g. * We, ſaith he,are 
 <£not our own but our peoples, and are charged with all 
* ©their ſouls, which to hazard by ablence, is to loſe our 
own : We muſt love our Jives, but not when they are 
Rivals with our ſouls, or with others ; 1ts better to be dead 
then to be negligent or faithlels : All ſoules muſt not wil- 
fully be negleed becaule lome are contagiouſ]y fick : this 
is the time when good counicl 1s moſt fealonable and 
needful ; now then, to run away from a neceſſiry and pub- 
lick good to avoid a doubrtful and privatc evil, is to run into 
2 worle evil then we would avoid. T1 will nor trouble you 
any further, by inſtancing 1n the doctrines and praftices of 
others of the Fathers; 1know its needlets: Only one: 
more, ard that isthe practice of your ſpiritual Father, his 
Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who ventures 
his perſon with us 10 this common calamity, whom God 
preſerve in health and honour; Had you troad the ſteps 


of this holy Father, how might you have retreſhed vour : 


y 
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' *. afflicted flock, and ſtopt the mouths 6f all thoſe who wir 
for your halring.I have hinted the example and practice c C4 
this pious and learned Prelat,not that I judg it leſs unlawful 
for a Biſhop to remove hisSear, then for any of us to remove 
from one part of our pariſh to another, (which in truth is. 
ſo far from being unlawtul, chat in ſome caſes T judge it our 
duty to doit) But I have thus inſtanced for the encourage- 
ment of my fellow-Labourers in the work of the Miniſtry, 
ſeeing he hath denied himlelt his own convenience for our © 
comfort. The Romans that Fled with Pompey, termed 
their baniſhmene better then their own Countrey, becauſe 
Pompey was with them: what encourayement then may it be 
tous thatwe have ourFather with us.2.To the ſhame of ſom 
of you thatare Fled, notwithſtanding the large taſte you 
have had of his kindneſle, in 2 Kings 19. 37+ in ſtead of 
the word "2? in the Original we finde the Vowels ſet in the 
Text without their Confonants ; To intimate, that for the 
Kings own ſons to lay violent hands upon their father in the 
Temple,at hisdevorion,though it was to a fall god, wasſcelus 
infindum a wickedneſs too monſtrous to be exprelſt; If theſe 
were not worthy to have theirNames written in theBook of 
God, becanle they had ſlain rhe father, who was a Wor- 
ſhipper of a falic god, then what is due to you to leave your 
Father, who even 1 this cime of danger, not only by do- 
rine, but ex:mple, reach-rh che Worſhip of the true God.. 
2. Pray tell me it i© be your duty to Fly, who have Caran 
Animarium upon you ; how rien 1s 1t lawiul for your Cu- 
rates to ſtay, nay, 15 1t nota fin in you to requeſt other Mi- 
niſters to ſtay, it it be a Miniſters duty to Flie : Neither 
can you argue a double Cure; the ableſt Patiert needs the 
beſt Phytician, according T > that or our Saviour, They thas 
are 
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Fe Whole need 119 Phyſician, but they that are fick Now Z 
| ke it for granted, that your abilities ſurpaſs thoſe of your 
| Curates, or elſe its pity you ſhould enjoy ſuch prefermenes; 
but it may be you will be more ingenuous and faichtul, and 
confeſs that fear was the caule of your Flight ; Conſider 
then rn. The ou doom of thoſe who betray the truth 
out of fear : 2. How much betcer were it for men of your 
ſpirits,. to content your (elves with more private Benefices, 
whence your Flight at ſuch a time as this might be lels os 
fenfive and prejudicial corhe publick; If the Magiſtrates 
and other Officers of this place had followed your tootings, 
would not this in all probability have induced two greater 
| Judgments, Famine and the Sword, which I fear is wiſhed 
tor by the plagne-Parents of this place, Sectaries and Re- 
bels; forſo you finde them Numb. 16. 42. &c. If Ma- 
viſtrates had Fled, how ſhould we have been protected ? 
it inferiour Officers, how ſhould the poor have been re- 
leved ® Further, beſides thar it conduces to the publick 


gocd, how much might a cimely Reſignation of your 1 


vings in this place, have conduce:} ro the Glory ot God, and 
quict of your own Conlciences; Though I belicve you are 
feartul, yer I dare nortthink char you are lo tar void of atfe- 
Gion, as rot to be troubled ar that poiſon which may be 
ſucker in by your people, from the mouths of Secaries, who 
have not only crept into your pariſhes, but allo (a: 1 am 

credibly intormed ) into ſome of your Pulpits - Thus 
Gentlemen I have writ to your with all plainne!s, m ordcr 
to the fati-iaGtion of the publick, and not our of vain often- 
tation. though 1contels 1 glory in this, that God hath given 
me courage to execute my Office, norw thitanding the great 


mottalitic ri:at is 1n chis paril] j1 where I 2m an ur worthy Mr 
| n.ſer: 


'niſter : Twell hope you will either renc _, 
' return to your Charge, that {o the mouths of thoſe Gain. 


|, ayers may be ſtopt, (who, like Nero, would be glad to ſee 
[F the Church on fire, that they might warm themſelves at the 
17. fame) that the dubious may be ſatisfied, and the Truth 
5 © may be Vindicated, which 1s the dailie and fervent prayer of 
; | your Brother and Servant, 


Fog 
1 | 


|: Sepe.6. 
| | Dated, S-pe- FW. 
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